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tion of 'plaisters3 to the stomach and wrists, together with the administration of a posset drink.  No sooner did the Countess of Buckingham hear of the King's desire to try the remedy than she sent down to Dunmow for the drink and plaisters, herself applying the latter to the King's stomach and wrists, whilst the posset drink was given to him by Buckingham. Soon after this, the King had another sharp fit of the ague, this time very much more severe, and the royal physicians were called in.  Furious at the interference of the Duke and his mother, they refused to do anything until the plaisters had been taken off.  This being done, the fifth, sixth and seventh fits were easier.   By March 2ist he was apparently much improved, and arrangements  were  still  proceeding  for  Buckingham's journey to France as Charles's proxy.  On that date, however,  the headstrong  monarch  desired  the  Countess's remedies to be applied again, and this time Buckingham protested, informing him that many people were saying that he was trying to poison the King.  'They are worse than devils that say so,'1 replied James.  He had his own way, the plaisters were again applied, and the next fit was an exceptionally violent one.  Two days later it was declared that Buckingham would not leave his master until he were perfectly recovered. But on the 24th there seemed little hope, for James was sinking fast. Sending for his son and his principal attendants, the King made a confession of his faith, afterwards receiving the spiritual ministrations of Archbishop Williams.   After this his strength rapidly ebbed away, and by noon on March 27th, only in his fifty-seventh year, although for some time he had seemed much older, King James I sank into his last sleep.
1 Buckingham's Defence (1626), Lords' Journals, in, p. 662. A certain Dr. Eghsham, one of James's Scottish physicians, published a scurrilous pamphlet at Frankfort in 1626, accusing Buckingham of poisoning the King, as well as the Marquess of Hamilton and a few others. But his accusations are too wild and malicious to deserve any serious attention.
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